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by the powerful, which is why folk = =’ = —
monuments almost always have a — A — —
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Andy  MacDonald's sprawlmg
Dummy Farm at Port Elgin, N.B.,
all testify to some primal commen.
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to do it in a highfalutin way. They're Spacial to The Globe and Mail

just big things, made by ordinary
people who resist being quieted by
somebody else's idea of what's
sophisticated or important.

This folky independence gets an
ironic salute from Vancouver pho-
tographer Henri Robideau, who
drove across the country to make
the images for his Pancanadienne
Gianthropological Survey. The pro-
fessorial conceit is Robideau's own
gesture of self-deflation, as well as
an acknowledgment that, much as
he admires his subject's artless-
ness, he's not about to emulate it.
Instead of the snapshot style used
by others working with similar
malerial, Robideau chops and splic-
es his blown-up images into angular
shapes and mock-fisheye effects,
Balanced against these jigsaw
manceuvres are the handwritten
captions that give the matted and
framed photos a homey, scrapbook
flavor.

But the best work in this show has
nothing to do with giantness, and
everything to do with the plights R
and gripes of ordinary life on this LR
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of Life is a splendid little photo-tex- t}u-t
lual essay on being  40-year.old (lochbualin A'ITM:K OF THE K”“;E R ”T"’km“’ W
ew Englander of Quebecois de- | g‘ Ji Bora
scent whose airmn?eter (as he zbmzmi{mfpcqu/ Cam 4 “‘*“_”{4““"““_ el {Elﬁ'ﬂ" f’_l.m:ﬁl 1
says) is reading only half-full. The | . . . . MR L R WA T
four-part series has some piercingly | Rkt e Gt e R Bl
comic juxtapositions of text and be——m—— . ' e e
image, and a pal - Bk - ironi .
izttt bl a photograph by Henri Robideau, who gives an ironic salute to folk art

now as it was for Aristophanes, It
represents Robideau's latest work,
which can only mean good things
for the future,
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